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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed on Jun 14, 2005 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the * 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3, 8, 10, 14-16 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Klupt et al [US 5,014,299]. 



Regarding claim 1, Klupt et al teach communication coupling (i.e. Modem 
coupler) shown in Fig. 4, comprising: 

a first communication port (i.e. modem coupler) operable to communicate with a 
network component (not shown) on lines 15 [Fig. 1], the first communication port having 
first and second paths of communication [Fig. 4]; and 
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a switch (29) coupled with the first communication port , the switch having a first 
position in which the first communication port is operable to receive a first 
communication signal from the network component using the first path of 
communication and is operable to transmit a second communication signal to the 
network component using the second path of communication , and a second position in 
which the first communication port is operable to receive the first communication signal 
from the network component using the second communication path and is operable to 
transmit the second communication signal to the network component using the first 
communication path [Figs. 1-4; col. 4, line 27 to col. 5, line 5; col. 6, lines 2-28]. 

Regarding claim 10, Klupt et al teach a communication coupling (i.e. modem 
coupler) shown in Fig. 4, comprising: 

a first communication port (MC) having first and second paths of communication 
with a network component on lines 15 [Fig. 1], and operable to receive a first 
communication signal from the network component using the first path of 
communication [Fig. 4]; 

a second communication port (10) operable to transmit the first communication 
signal to a communication system [Fig. 1]; 

a third communication port (16) operable to receive a second communication 
signal from the communication system; and 
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the first communication port further operable to transmit the second 
communication signal to the network component using the second path of 
communication [Figs. 1-4; col. 4, line 27 to col. 5, line 5; col. 6 ( lines 2-28]. 

Regarding claim 16, Klupt et al teach a method for distributing first and second 
communication signals shown in Figs. 1, 4, comprising: 

receiving a first communication signal at a communication coupling (modem 
coupling) using a first path of communication between the communication coupling and 
a network component (not shown) on lines 15; 

transmitting the first communication signal from the communication coupling to a 
communication system connected to lines 15 [Fig. 1]; 

receiving the second communication signal at the communication coupling from 
the communication system; and 

transmitting the second communication signal to the network component using a 
second path of communication between the communication coupling and the network 
component [Figs. 1-4; col. 4, line 27 to col. 5, line 5; col. 6, lines 2-28]. 

Claim 23 is essentially similar to claim 16 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 2, Klupt et al further teach the communication coupling 
comprising a second communication port (10) operable to communicate with a 
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communication system , the second communication port further operable to transmit the 
second communication signal to the first communication port (MC) [Fig. 4]. 

Regarding claim 3, Klupt et al further teach the communication coupling 
comprising a third communication port (16) operable to transmit the first communication 
signal to the communication system [Figs. 2, 3]. 

Claim 15 is essentially similar to claim 3 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 8, Klupt et al further teach the communication coupling, wherein 
the first communication signal includes a digital subscriber line (DSL) signal and a first 
analog telephone signal (i.e. voice (V)) for modem (16), and the second communication 
signal includes a second analog telephone signal for telephone set (10) [Fig. 4]. 

Claim 14 is essentially similar to claim 8 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

4. Claims 1-19 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sherlock [US 20020028521 A1]. 



Regarding claim 1, Sherlock teaches a communication coupling (60) shown in 
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Fig. 1, comprising: 

a first communication port (12) operable to communicate with a network 
component on TELCO, the first communication port (12) having first and second paths 
of communication [Figs. 1 , 5-6]; and 

a switch (60) coupled with the first communication port , the switch having a first 
position in which the first communication port is operable to receive a first 
communication signal from the network component using the first path of 
communication and is operable to transmit a second communication signal to the 
network component using the second path of communication , and a second position in 
which the first communication port is operable to receive the first communication signal 
from the network component using the second communication path and is operable to 
transmit the second communication signal to the network component using the first 
communication path [Figs.1-7; Para: 0010-0021; 0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Regarding claim 10, Sherlock a communication coupling (60) 
shown in Fig. 5-6, comprising: 

a first communication port (12) having first and second paths of communication 
with a network component on TELGO, and operable to receive a first communication 
signal from the network component using the first path of communication [Figs. 1 , 5-6]; 

a second communication port (RJ1 1 2 ) operable to transmit the first 
communication signal to a communication system [Fig. 1]; 
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a third communication port (RJ1 1 1) operable to receive a second communication 
signal from the communication system [Fig. 1]; and 

the first communication port further operable to transmit the second 
communication signal to the network component using the second path of 
communication [Figs. 1-7; Para: 0010-0021; 0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Regarding claim 16, Sherlock teaches a method for distributing first and second 
communication signals shown in Figs. 1, 5-6, comprising: 

receiving a first communication signal at a communication coupling (12) using a 
first path of communication between the communication coupling and a network 
component on TELCO [Para: 0010-0012] ; 

transmitting the first communication signal from the communication coupling to a 
communication system [Fig. 1]; 

receiving the second communication signal at the communication coupling from 
the communication system [Fig. 1]; and 

transmitting the second communication signal to the network component using a 
second path of communication between the communication coupling and the network 
component [Figs.1-7; Para: 0010-0021; 0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Claim 23 is essentially similar to claim 16 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 
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Regarding claim 2, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling 
comprising a second communication port (RJ1 1 2 ) operable to communicate with a 
communication system, the second communication port further operable to transmit the 
second communication signal to the first communication port (12) [Figs, 1, 5-6; Para: 
0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Regarding claim 3, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12) 
comprising a third communication port (RJ1 1i) operable to transmit the first 
communication signal to the communication system [Figs. 1, 5-6; Para: 0034-0037; 
0050-0054]. 

Claim 15 is essentially similar to claim 3 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 4, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12), 
wherein the second communication signal includes a first frequency band and a second 
frequency band [Para: 0054], and further comprising a filter (14) coupled with the first 
communication port (12) and operable to separate the first frequency band from the 
second frequency band [Figs. 1, 5-6]. 

Claims 11, 17, 24 are essentially similar to claim 4 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 
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Regarding claim 5, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12) 
comprising third and fourth communication paths coupling the communication coupling 
with a communication system on TELCO, the third communication path transmitting the 
first frequency band to the communication system and the second communication path 
transmitting the first and second frequency bands to the communication system [Figs.1- 
7; Para: 0010-0021 ; 0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Claims 13, 19, 25 are essentially similar to claim 5 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 

Regarding claim 6, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12), 
wherein the third communication path includes a first pair of conductors, and the fourth 
communication path includes a second pair of conductors [Figs. 1,5-6; Para: 0011- 
0020 ; 0034-0037 ; 0050-0054] . 

Claim 12 is essentially similar to claim 6 except for a switch. Sherlock teaches 
using a switch (60) to change a path of communication [Figs. 5-6]. 

Claim 18 is essentially similar to claim 12 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 
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Regarding claim 7, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12), 
wherein the first communication port (12) comprises an RJ-1 1 coupling and the first 
path of communication comprises an inner pair of conductors [Fig. 1]. 

Regarding claim 8, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12), 
wherein the first communication signal includes a digital subscriber line (DSL) signal 
and a first analog telephone signal (i.e. voice (V)), and the second communication 
signal includes a second analog telephone signal [Figs. 1-7; Para: 0009; 001 1-0020; 
0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Claim 14 is essentially similar to claim 8 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 9, Sherlock further teaches the communication coupling (12), 
wherein the third communication port (RJ1 1 1) that includes an RJ-1 1 , a variant of RJ-45 
[Fig.1; 0010-0012]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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6. Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sherlock [US 20030147513 A1] in view of Price et al [US 6,222,910 B1]. 

Regarding claim 20, Sherlock teaches a method for distributing first and second 
communication signals shown in Figs. 1 , 5-6, comprising: 

receiving a first communication signal at a communication coupling (12) using a 
first path of communication between the communication coupling and a network 
component on TELCO [Para: 0010-0012] ; 

transmitting the first communication signal from the communication coupling to a 
communication system [Fig. 1]; 

receiving the second communication signal at the communication coupling from 
the communication system [Fig. 1]; and 

transmitting the second communication signal to the network component using a 
second path of communication between the communication coupling and the network 
component [Figs.1-7; Para: 0010-0021; 0034-0037; 0050-0054]. 

Sherlock does not teach expressly a computer-readable medium having 
executable instructions to execute the method. However, this method of using a 
computer-readable medium to execute a method is well-known in the art. 

Price et al teach illustrating a method for a telephone interface using a computer- 
readable medium comprising RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other storage devices 
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to store the desired executable instructions which can be accessed by a computer to 
execute the instructions [col. 7, lines 10-49; col. 12, line 57 to col. 13, line 5; col. 19, line 
28 to col. 20, line 32]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the computer-readable medium of Price et al with Sherlock in 
order to automate the method of using the communication coupling and speed up the 
home networking system. 

Regarding claim 21 , the combination of Sherlock and Price et al further teaches 
the computer readable medium, wherein the second communication signal includes a 
first frequency band and a second frequency band [Para: 0054], and further comprising 
a logic (i.e. a filter (14)) coupled with the first communication port (12) and operable to 
separate the first frequency band from the second frequency band [Figs. 1 , 5-6]. 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Sherlock and Price at el further teaches 
the computer readable medium, wherein the logic is further operable to communicate 
the first frequency band with the communication system using a third communication 
path, and communicate the first and second frequency bands with the communication 
system using a fourth communication path [Sherlock; Figs.1-7; Para: 0010-0021; 0034- 
0037; 0050-0054]. 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) Brown [US 5,822,406] teaches a switching circuits routing audio and data 
signals between a modem, telephone, and I/O devices [Whole document]; and 

(ii) Sawai et al [US 5,802,471] teach a mobile communication system [Abstract; 
Figs. 1-4]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ramnandan Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2646 
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